
  

 

1 

 

 

 

 

Respected Chair, dear colleagues, distinguished participants, 

 

On behalf of WWF I would like to thank you for the opportunity to join you here 

today and to share our thoughts on the work that the International Sava River Basin 

Commission has been doing to ensure conservation of the river Sava. This river is 

a rare natural treasure, free flowing for the largest part, rich in biodiversity, and 

feeding the valuable oak forests within its floodplains. This is why nature 

conservation organisations such as WWF take conservation and sustainable 

development of the Sava ecosystem so very seriously. We express our gratitude for 

the trustful cooperation we have been extended as observers to the Sava 

Commission by all its members and hope that the engagement with the non-

governmental sector, especially nature conservation organisations, will continue 

and be further strengthened in the future. 

 

Related to this, WWF welcomes the creation of the Sava Water Council as an 

advisory platform to facilitate broad stakeholder involvement with the aim of 

informing the Commission with knowledge, tools and innovations regarding water 

resources, river basin management, stakeholders’ concerns and needs, as well as 

all other aspects relevant for the implementation of the Framework Agreement on 

the Sava River Basin. This establishment happened only recently and the Council 

has yet to fully take off, but we all must recognize that it will meet its purpose only if 

there is regular communication and timely feedback between both sides – the Sava 

Commission and the Sava Water Council. This constructive stakeholder dialogue 

should aim at identifying solutions that do not compromise ecosystem services 

provided by the Sava River. WWF would be happy to contribute to this process. 

 

Of the many ecosystem services provided by the Sava, building climate resilience 

by supporting healthy river and riparian ecosystems is among the more important. 

The WATCAP project has considerably advanced our understanding of climate 
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change impacts. The challenge that lies ahead is translating these results into 

practical application across all sectors in such a way as to maintain and build 

resilience to climate change – our future depends on it!  

 

For the most part this will imply ensuring that hydro-morphological dynamics are 

maintained and kept as natural as possible. For flood risk mitigation, we therefore 

recommend to consider nature based solutions such as green infrastructure and 

natural water retention measures as appropriate measures to mitigate flood risks. 

When applied upstream of urban areas, these measures can either provide 

sufficient mitigation or minimize the scope of traditional, grey infrastructure needed 

to protect settlements. 

 

Furthermore, we urge the Sava Commission to actively engage in the sector of 

hydropower planning, as these developments are thriving throughout the Basin and 

if done outside of sustainability framework will have adverse effects on the Basin 

ecosystem. This is a complex, multidisciplinary and intersectorial issue which can 

be effectively approached by implementing the Guidelines on sustainable 

hydropower development, prepared by the International Commission for the 

Protection of the Danube River. Applying these Guidelines would ensure fulfilment 

of the Water Framework Directive, while identification of zones of suitability for 

projects and avoiding impacts on biodiversity through integrated and participative 

planning would result in better river basin management plans. WWF recommends 

looking into technical assistance funding by the European Commission in support of 

developing such sound planning approaches. 

 

Dear ladies and gentlemen, sustainable management of freshwater ecosystems 

and water resources is not only enshrined in EU legislation, but has a prominent 

place in the new Sustainable Development Goals, giving this task extra weight and 

urgency. WWF is very much looking forward to continuing our cooperation in order 

to ensure that Sava River remains a healthy, flowing river able to sustain variety of 

ecosystems and economic activities. Thank you for your attention! 

 


